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Airlines and pipelines: how do they compare?
Yesterday afternoon a significant number of conference delegates attended the IPC Delegate
Luncheon sponsored by Enbridge. Held at the Hyatt Imperial Ballroom, the Luncheon featured a
keynote presentation from Westjet President and Chief Executive Officer Gregg Saretsky.
Mr Saretsky joined WestJet in June 2009 as Vice-President of WestJet Vacations, before being
named Executive Vice-President, Operations, for WestJet in October 2009. He became WestJet
President and Chief Executive Officer in April 2010. In 2013 he was honoured by Canadian
Business Magazine as the Top New CEO in Canada, an award bestowed on the top performing
CEO during the first five years of their tenure.
Mr Saretsky’s presentation examined the similarities between the pipeline and airline industries,
and emphasised the need for innovation to keep these critical sectors of the economy competitive in
the challenging industry climate.
According to Mr Saretsky, the critical issues for the airline industry are energy sustainability and
how the industry is adapting to the high cost of airline infrastructure. In a sense these issues are
common between the two industries.
Mr Saretsky elected to take a ‘glass half full’ approach to the economic downturn of Calgary,
saying that Western Canada has a strong spirit and that the necessity of tightening budgets would
ultimately result in some fantastic innovations that would bring both the airline and pipeline
industries forward in leaps and bounds.
Moving on from the economy, Mr Saretsky then spoke about the challenges both industries face in
reducing their carbon footprint in response to global warming. He said that aviation is now a
necessary evil to keep commerce and trade alive, but that it was the responsibility of airline
companies to find ways to reduce their carbon emissions to make global trade more sustainable.
Again, similar challenges are faced by the contemporary pipeline industry.
As part of WestJet’s investigations into reducing its carbon footprint, the airline has been testing
the viability of biofuels made from refined forestry residue and other materials. Although there is
nothing in the pipeline as yet, Mr Saretsky posited that this area of fuel production could be a new
opportunity for pipeliners in the future.
In closing his speech Mr Saretsky said “My hope is that in 20 years’ time IPC will be attended by
people just like you, who have learned to do what you do now in a sustainable and profitable way.”
At the close of Mr Saretsky’s presention, IPC Chairman Patrick Vieth delighted the attendees
with an entertaining anecdote about how he and Mr Saretsky met on a WestJet flight some months
ago. Mr Vieth explained how Mr Saretsky demonstrated the utmost qualities of leadership as he
helped the flight attendants and staff on board with the daily tasks of managing the flight.
“He was even sitting in the ‘back of the bus’ with everyone else, which I think really demonstrated
his ability to lead,” said Mr Vieth.
The final IPC Luncheon will be held today at 12pm in the Hyatt Imperial Ballroom and will
feature a keynote presentation from Dr Phil Hopkins.

SEE YOU
IN 2018!

WHAT’S
COMING UP?
FRIDAY 12:00-13:30
IPC Awards Luncheon with
keynote speaker Dr Phil
Hopkins, Hyatt Imperial
Ballroom
FRIDAY 12:00
Conference close

Follow @IPC_Calgary on Twitter for all the latest Conference updates.
Don’t forget to use #IPC2016 to join the conversation.
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Dates set for IPC 2018

Subscribe and save
Published by Great Southern Press, a leading publisher for the oil, gas and underground
infrastructure industries, Pipelines International is a trusted source of business information for the
international pipelines industry.
Pipelines International is now offering all IPC attendees a 10% discount on Pipelines International
magazine subscriptions. To take advantage of this offer, visit www.pipelinesinternational.com
and enter the code IPCE2016 at the checkout. The offer is valid until 14 October 2016.
In addition to Pipelines International magazine, Great Southern Press produces the Major Pipeline
Systems of Canada wallchart, which can be found at the media stands throughout the IPC 2016
venue. Don’t leave Calgary empty handed, pick up your copy today!
If you missed out on a copy of Pipelines International, the Journal of Pipeline Engineering or the Major
Pipeline Systems of Canada wallchart, contact Annie Ferguson to find out more about subscriptions and
giveaways: aferguson@gs-press.com.au

Don’t miss the final papers sessions of 2016
With the conference drawing to a close at 12pm today, there are still a number of
interesting and topical presentations planned for the last morning of IPC.
For those interested in Track 3: Pipelines & Facilities Integrity, NDT Global’s Thomas
Hennig will be speaking about the challenges, solutions and results of circumferential
crack detection. The Materials & Joining track will feature a presentation from
TransCanada Pipelines’ Cindy Guan covering full scale burst validation tests for crack
arrestor designs, focusing on designs for NPS 48 Grade 550 Rich Gas Pipelines.
Track 3: Pipelines & Facilities Integrity will include a paper on improved dent integrity
management, presented by BMT Fleet Technology’s Sanjay Tiku,
and Track 7: Risk & Reliability will see Enbridge’s Sherif Hassanien
speak on the use of surrogate models in reliability based analysis of
dented pipes.

GIVE YOUR
FEEDBACK
TO THE IPC TEAM
The IPC 2016 Organising Committee
wants to ensure that this event will
grow, improve, and provide a valuable
knowledge sharing forum for pipeline
industry professionals for years to come.
To ensure this is the case, the committee
has established a post-event survey
and is inviting all event attendees to
take part. Delegates will have access
to the survey at Friday’s IPC Awards
Luncheon and those
who participate
will enter into the
running to win
$500 Visa card. For
information on how
to complete the
survey download
the IPC 2016 app.

After yet another successful Conference the dates for IPC 2018 have already been set. The
conference is set to run 24-28 September 2018 and will again be held at the Calgary TELUS
Convention Centre. For updates on IPC 2018 visit www.internationalpipelineconference.com
As with this year’s event, the International Pipeline Exposition will run alongside IPC and
will be held at Calgary TELUS Convention Centre. For updates on IPE 2018 visit
www.internationalpipelineexposition.com

WANT TO BE A PART OF THE IPC TEAM?
IPC is currently looking for volunteers for the IPC 2018 Technical Committee. To register your
interest contact info@internationalpipelineconference.com

SAVE
THE DATE
IPC 2018

24-28
SEPTEMBER
2018

Extend your stay and see
the best of Calgary
If you’re visiting IPC from out of town, or even overseas, then you might consider
extending your visit and getting to know this thriving metropolis a little better.
Nestled in the heart of the Canadian Rockies, Calgary offers you the opportunity
to enjoy unique restaurants, sophisticated shops, exciting attractions and excellent
entertainment. For those who prefer the great outdoors to the city lights, the
mountains are in close proximity offering hiking, fishing, skiing, and other
wilderness adventures.
So, after you come to the end of your time at IPC why not take the time to relax
and enjoy this warm and friendly city.

IPC 2016 top tweets
GE OIL & GAS
@gs_oilandgas

NEB CANADA
@NEBCanada

Calgary team shares benefits of reliable &
accurate data for pipeline integrity with
students: http://invent.ge/2cLmT8a @
IPC_Calgary #IPCYYC

#NEB staff are participating in this
week’s #ipcyyc conference http://ow.ly/
knaa304Fg4R

IPC 2016 CALGARY
@IPC_Calgary

CEPA
@aboutpipelines

Look who our IPC 2016 Chairman, Pat Vieth
ran into on a WestJet flight! Gregg Saretsky,
CEO of WestJet! #IPCYYC

Chris Bloomer - Canada is seen as a centre
of excellence globally for pipelines @IPC_
Calgary #ipcyyc

OMAE2017: Save the date!

COLLEEN MORETTI
@ColleenMoretti

IPC 2016 CALGARY
@IPC_Calgary

Join your colleagues from industry, academia and government at the ASME 2017 36th International Conference on Ocean, Offshore and Arctic
Engineering (OMAE2017) in Trondheim, Norway on 25-30 June 2017.

Attending the #IPCYYC & excited to hear about
Safety Standards & #compliance. @Integra_Ltd
we're all about doing the right thing. #Info

Welcome to #TBT! The discovery of oil
shaped Alberta’s personality in the 1930s
#IPCYYC http://ow.ly/yIRX302Umhm

PIPELINES INTERNATIONAL
@Pipelines

PIPELINES INTERNATIONAL
@Pipelines

Rosen unveils new MFL-A technology at @
IPC_Calgary https://t.co/ut9wOTuAlP

Q&A with @aboutpipelines President and
CEO Chris Bloomer https://goo.gl/ZTu8tD

Presentations will start from 8am and run until 12pm, with a total of
28 papers being presented during this period. A refreshment break
is schedule for 10am, giving delegates the opportunity to refuel and
digest the information from the conference speakers.
With so many exciting presentations happening at once, downloading
the IPC 2016 app is great way to organise your time. The userfriendly ‘My Schedule’ section lets you add sessions of interest, and
see your full daily schedule laid out, with the touch of a button. Don’t
wait until 2018 – make the most of the IPC 2016 app today!

OMAE2017 is the ideal forum for researchers, engineers, managers, technicians and students from the scientific and industrial communities from
around the world to:
•

Meet and present advances in technology and its scientific support

•

Exchange ideas and experiences whilst promoting technological progress and its application in industry

•

Promote international cooperation in ocean, offshore and arctic engineering.

Following on the tradition of excellence of previous OMAE conferences, more than 900 technical papers are planned for presentation.
Don’t forget to visit Symposia 4 on Pipelines, Risers, and Subsea Systems. This is a forum for sharing recent experiences, innovative designs and
analyses, novel inspection, repair, and monitoring techniques related to offshore pipelines, flow lines, risers, and subsea equipment. Technical
sessions will cover topics such as design and installation issues, mechanics of pipelines, rigid risers and flexible pipes, pipe-soil interaction, and flow
assurance.
For further information visit www.asme.org/events/omae
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CONNECT WITH IPC 2016
This year it is easier than ever to stay connected with IPC 2016 through social media.
Simply follow @IPC_Calgary on Twitter, join the IPC group on LinkedIn or download the IPC
2016 app from the app store. Don’t forget to use #IPC2016 to join the conversation.
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